PRESS RELEASE
2007 EUROPEAN WORKING EQUITATION CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The 9th European Working Equitation Championships were held at Hartpury College, Glos on 31st August – 2nd September. 

Twenty five Working Equitation riders from 5 countries – Spain, Portugal, Italy, Great Britain, Belgium and Sweden contested the Championships in the new Hartpury Arena. 
The first section of the competition comprised a spectacular cattle penning test – this was held on Friday 31st August at Castlemans Farm, Bucks, by kind permission of Mr T Rayner. The trial was won by Spain, with Italy 2nd and Portugal 3rd.

The competition then moved to the newly constructed £4.2m Hartpury Arena at Hartpury College on 1st and 2nd Sept, for the dressage, obstacle and speed trials. 

Portugal won the team sections of both the dressage and ease of handling and Portuguese rider Miguel Fonseca (riding Saturno) achieved the highest marks for both sections.The Italian team were triumphant in the speed trial with Giovanni Mattu (riding Mulinette) producing the fastest round.

Portugal were crowned the 2007 European Working Equitation Team Champions, Spain were in 2nd place and Italy in 3rd place. The Individual European Working Equitation Champion was Miguel Fonseca (Saturno) from Portugal, Alfonso Martin Garcia (Rumba) was 2nd and David Duarte Oliveira (Otario) was 3rd.  The team from Gt Britian were placed 4th and the team from Belgium 5th.
The Working Equitation Championships were organised directed by Sherene Rahmatallah, chef d’equipe of the British Working Equitation team. Professional commentator Philip Ghazala enlightened and entertained spectators throughout the weekend as the competition unfolded. The weekend also saw several displays in the main ring, including Shire heavy horses, St George and his dragon, side saddle and a presentation of the Italian Maremmano breed by Alessandro Ceccherini and M. Melampo di Castelporziano. The closing Prizegiving Ceremony was attended by the Rt Worshipful Mayor Councillor, Harjet Gill and Vice Coucillor of the Forest of Dean, Dr Richard Long.

Photos of the event can be obtained from www.horsepower-photography.com or info@horsepower-photography.com 

